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I. Battling the Flying Spaghetti Monster 
Today we battle the flying spaghetti monster.  

 
The flying spaghetti monster is a favorite illustration of Dr. Richard Dawkins; and if 

Dawkins is not the most prominent atheist in the world today, he is certainly the loudest. 
Dawkins is a scientist and professor at Oxford University; however, his greatest passion these 

days is to argue that God does not exist, that religion is a delusion of the mind and nothing 

more. He chastises religion for many historical acts of intolerance and bloodshed, from the 
Crusades of old to suicide bombings today; and, in an example of his superior open-mindedness, 

he’s declared that a parent who teaches a child that God created the world in six days is guilty of 
child abuse; and, were he in a position to do so, he would have society rescue children from 

religious parents. Dawkins argues that since some religions bring violence—and non-violent 

religious people are enablers, all religion should be abolished. If this were a fair fight, we could 
respond with the absurd: that since some science has brought us nuclear warfare and chemical 

weapons, all science should be abolished. However, this is not a fair fight. 
 

Like the author of the Golden Compass, Dawkins is part of a new wave of atheists who 
are far more aggressive with their agenda. I don’t see them as the greatest threat to the 

Church—at least, not at the present time. Nevertheless, they have potential to do a lot of 

damage.  
 

But here is our focus today: it is true that science can’t prove that God doesn’t exist. 
Science is the study of the created world, and the Creator is not governed by science. He’s bigger 

than that. You cannot scientifically prove that God does not exist. Dawkins will agree with that, 

but his pet counter-argument is this: you can’t scientifically prove that a flying spaghetti-monster 
doesn’t exist, either—but everybody knows that it doesn’t. Therefore, he maintains, since flying 

spaghetti monsters don’t exist, it’s up to Christians to prove that God does exist.  
 

It’s somewhat clever, and it takes people aback. Part of it is shock value: it derides God, 

comparing Him to flying spaghetti to make Him seem like a foolish fairy tale. It also makes the 
argument that things must be proven scientifically before they can be real. He returns to this 

argument again and again, but it really only shows the weakness of his position. 
 

First off, this isn’t very good science. Last I checked, science doesn’t declare anything to 
be true or false until it can prove it to be true or false. Everything else is an open question. But if 

something can’t be proven, that doesn’t mean it’s false. It means that it isn’t scientifically 

verifiable. But that doesn’t make it wrong. So, can we disprove the existence of a flying spaghetti 
monster? We can prove scientifically that pasta is inanimate and thus unable to convert itself to a 

flying beast. (Personally, I would add that if flying spaghetti monsters existed, we would have 
found one by now; no doubt, once they reached maturity, we’d find them stuck to a wall.) But 

this really isn’t a debate in the realm of science. It’s a debate in the realm of logic. 

 
So in the second place, Dawkins’ argument isn’t very logical, either. It boils down to this: 

because flying spaghetti monsters don’t exist, God doesn’t either. Why? Because neither one is 
scientifically provable. That’s simply not a rational argument: it is not logical to say that the 

existence of one depends on the existence of the other. It would be like saying that since a man 
named Azgad Dawkins doesn’t exist, then Richard Dawkins must not exist, either. No, dear 



friends, logic is on our side—not his. Logic says that a creation must have a creator: therefore, 

there is a God. Not even the mythical flying spaghetti monster came into, um, non-existence 
without Dawkins as its creator. Science is, in fact, on our side. Science says that everything 
comes from something: therefore, the universe had to have someone to get the ball rolling. 
Furthermore, science says that the natural world moves from order to chaos. Random big bangs 

don’t produce fully-functional planets that support complex life forms; they produce little bits of 

destroyed things that don’t function anymore. 
 

Our third response is that God is not unknown in the world. In fact, we have witnesses of 
His presence and supernatural work within the world in which we live. This is where we arrive at 

our epistle for today: St. Peter writes “we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” To what is he 
referring? To the Transfiguration, when Jesus was transfigured on the mountaintop, as radiant as 

lightning, to prove that He was both God and man. To the Transfiguration, where witnesses 

heard God declare from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to 
Him.” We have eye-witnesses to the work of God-become-flesh in Jesus Christ. 

 
Naturally, many will scoff at this. How do we know that the witnesses are telling the 

truth? How do we know that Peter wasn’t just making this stuff up in collusion with Matthew and 

the rest of the apostles and evangelists? How can we trust the accuracy? Naturally, our foremost 
answer is that we believe this testimony to be true. However, we want to make a couple of other 

arguments on the terms of the scoffers. 
 

First of all, this is an unfair criticism of ancient writing. This is what I mean: historians 
delight to have records of the Gallic wars, most notably the one written by Julius Caesar. 

However, the oldest copy of Caesar’s account that we have has been dated at nine hundred—

900!—years after the wars were fought. That copy was made nearly a thousand years after 
events, and yet it’s regarded as reliable. On the other hand, the documents of the New 

Testament were all written within only seventy years of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, and we 
have fragments of those documents dated soon thereafter. Given the timeline, which is more 

likely to be accurate? 

 
Second, historians delight to have even one account of an ancient event—Josephus and 

Eusebius are regarded as reliable, even where they are the only historians to record an account. 
We have Gospels written by four different men—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, along with 

corroborating documents by the likes of Peter and Paul. Which is more likely to be true? 

 
Third, what was the benefit of making up the story and sticking to it? What did the 

apostles and other Christian have to gain by proclaiming that Jesus was the Son of God who died 
and rose again? In this world, they mostly gained scorn, persecution and death. If Christianity 

was a lie, then the liars were willing to sacrifice the only life they’d have to defend something 
that wasn’t true. What would be the point? It only makes sense that Peter would suffer to be 

crucified upside down if he truly believed he would be raised from the dead. 

 
In terms of history and literature, then, it would seem that it’s quite likely that the Bible 

is true. 
 

Our fourth response to Dr. Dawkins is the best, though it is the one he would deride the 

most: we have God’s Word that He exists. We have, as our epistle declares, the sure prophetic 
Word. We have the testimony of God that He exists; so you can take Dawkins’ word for it, or 

take God’s Word for it. 
 

We have His sure, prophetic Word. It is a better Word than the words of those who deny 
the existence of God, because it is eternal truth—not a lie that opposes truth. It is a better Word 



than what you see—because many times in this world, you will trust in what God says despite 

what you see in the way of tragedy, disaster and suffering. But here is one more important point: 
this Word is even better than what Peter saw on the Mount of Transfiguration: it is better to hear 

of it than to have actually seen it. Peter doesn’t write: “We were eyewitnesses, and it’s too bad 
that you weren’t there, too.” He writes, “We have something more sure, the prophetic Word, to 

which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in your hearts.” We have the Word, and God gives faith by means of 
His Word. The Holy Spirit works by that Word to cause you to believe—you’re saved by God’s 

Word, not by what you see. Even at the Transfiguration, God didn’t say, “This is My beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased—look at Him!” He said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased—listen to Him!” 
 

II. Listening to the Word 

So listen to Him, and rejoice in the Word of the Word made flesh. 
 

Listen, and repent of your sins. Don’t be cowed by those who deny the existence of God. 
Don’t concede a point of Scripture to them whatsoever. They might be the toast of the town for a 

while, and a glossy bestseller will always look more relevant than an old Bible. But God’s truth 

remains, as does His authority. Where you start to buy the arguments of man, rational or 
irrational, repent. You have the Word. In that Word, the Law declares that you need not fear the 

wrath of Richard Dawkins or flying spaghetti monsters. You will not stand before them on 
Judgment Day, but you will stand before God, who is very real and eternal. And in that Word, the 

Gospel declares that the same God does not desire to judge you for your sin; instead, He became 
flesh to die in your place and save you from your sin for eternity. 

 

Another warning: don’t rely on what you see to discern the will of God. You’ll always be 
tempted to measure God’s love by how well things are going, by glorious sights and miracles. 

You’ll be tempted to doubt His love and faithfulness when things aren’t going well, when wonders 
are tough to come by. But you don’t trust in God because of what you see. You trust in Him by 

what you hear—His Word, His Gospel, His promises of grace in Christ Jesus. Never forget: even 

at the Transfiguration, God commanded, “Listen to Him.” Even when recounting the story in our 
epistle, Peter focused on the certain, prophetic Word. When you measure God’s love only by 

what you see or experience, and by doing so dispute Scripture, repent. And rejoice in that Word 
which promises that God most certainly loves you for Jesus’ sake. 

 

One more admonition: don’t disparage the Word. You’ll be tempted to believe that you’ve 
heard it enough. You already know you’re forgiven, so why go hear it again every Sunday? You 

already know the basic storyline, so why read the Bible daily? When you fall into this way of 
thinking, beware, for it betrays disdain towards the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit works 

through the Word to give you forgiveness, to strengthen your faith, to prepare you for eternal 
life. When you say, “I’ve had enough of the Word,” you’re also saying “I’ve had enough of the 

Holy Spirit and grace. I can exist on a bare minimum.” This is a good way to slip away from the 

faith, from life to death. Repent, and rejoice: each time you hear that Word, the Spirit is at work 
to strengthen your faith, to renew your life. He doesn’t come to burden you with works that you 

must do. He comes to remove the burden of sin. 
 

That’s why you rejoice to listen to your Lord. If there were only commands you couldn’t 

keep, then what would be the point? Might as well live however you like if there was no hope of 
salvation. But you have more than a distant hope: you have the sure prophetic Word. You have 

the certain promise of God Himself who declares that He is well-pleased in His beloved Son, who 
died for your sins and rose again. And for Jesus’ sake, you have the certain promise of God that, 

while you did not see the Transfiguration, you will see the Son in glory. As He was transfigured, 
so you will be transformed—from this time in a dying, sinful world to life eternal in heaven. This 



darkness will pass. That day will dawn. You have God’s Word on it, as a lamp shining in a dark 

place. You have God’s Word that you are His beloved child, that you are forgiven for all of your 
sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 


